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We form our students with the adequate participation 
of their families, as autonomous, critical, and 
reflective citizens, trilingual committed to learning, 
and with the values that will enable them to construct 
their futures with the purpose of contributing to a 
more just society, where the common good prevails 
over the individual, and respect for the environment. 

MISSION

ABOUT THE SCHOOL 
Colegio Je�erson was founded in 1963 by a group of 
visionary parents as a coed, private, bilingual institution.  
The school has incorporated a third language, French, 
into its curriculum. Colegio Je�erson has four di�erent 
levels: Preprimary, made of Pre-K3, Pre-K4, and 1   Grade. 
Primary, 2     to 6     Grades. Middle School, made of 8    and 
9   Grades. Junior. Made of 9th to 10   Grades, and Senior 
High School, 11   and 12    Grades. The school functions on 
the national academic “B” calendar.
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EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION

FOREIGN LANGUAGE ACQUISITION

GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP—BUILDING

SCHOOL CALENDAR: CALENDAR B

CURRICULUM

Colegio Jefferson offers families an intellectual, moral, and ethical education, focused on forming their children as autonomous 
individuals, interested in different fields of knowledge. Citizens who respect human dignity and the environment, and who are 
sensitive, tolerant, and honest. The school’s central focus is language. As a tool of thought, language makes it possible for the 
creation and appropriation of knowledge, and communication of ideas, feelings, reasons, and emotions. In all areas of life, 
humans interact through different forms of language. The language of words, a study of native and foreign languages, and other 
forms of language such as the language of mathematics, sciences, and visual and performing arts, are all essential areas that help 
develop critical and creative thinking in children and adolescents. 

Our students are not only competent in Spanish which they study throughout their educational career, but they also achieve a 
very high level of English language competence as demonstrated at different points of their academic journey by their 
high-achieving scores in the Cambridge exams, KET, PET, and IELTS, the latter, allowing 30% of the Seniors to graduate with a C1 
Level.  This competitive level is obtained through continuous and demanding English-taught courses beginning in Preprimary. The 
English program is literature-based, supplemented using rich inter-textual resources. There is a particular emphasis on critical 
analysis and production of different semiotic test registers.  Most of the classes are taught in English except Colombian Social 
Studies, Physics, Philosophy, and Spanish.  French as a third language becomes part of the school’s curriculum beginning in Middle 
School, allowing the great majority of students to graduate with a B1 level that is CEFL certified by the DELF exam permitting 
the students to communicate freely in everyday situations. 

Colegio Jefferson is committed to creating globally conscious students. It is important for students to understand world issues in 
order to face and resolve global challenges and to become proactive contributors to a more peaceful, tolerant, inclusive, and 
secure world.  To achieve this goal, many classes are completely taught in English mostly by native speakers from different parts 
of the world, thus, adding cultural variety essential to the program.  To add to this culture of multiculturism, our students participate 
in two, institutionalized study abroad programs during Junior High School and Senior High School, to both French-speaking and 
English-speaking countries during summer vacation periods.  In addition, about 30 % of our students participate in a semester or 
year-long international exchange during their sophomore year, and another 15% do so after completing their studies.  French, 
being considered the language of diplomacy, is also an important component of our global citizenship-building curriculum.  

Colegio Jefferson is organized in a two-semester system. The school offers 40 weeks of instruction, from mid-August to mid-June. 

All of the students at Colegio Jefferson follow an enhanced national curriculum, and the school has implemented STEAM projects 
and AP examinations for 2022—2023.  The students are enrolled in the courses listed in the table that follows: 



Colegio Jefferson is accredited by COGNIA and the Colombian Ministry of Education, thus, Jefferson students graduate with 
two diplomas: Bilingual High School Diploma and Colombia Bachiller Diploma.  Students graduate in 12   grade, the average 
class size in High School is 20, the maximum class size is 25 according to school policy, and the grade size is 60 students.   
Colegio Jefferson does not provide class rank nor calculate GPA, nevertheless we calculate GPA only for international processes.  

A+

History and Geography of 
Colombia

History and Geography of 
Colombia

Physics Physics (AP Physics 1: 
Algebra-Based content)

Social Sciences: History, Geography, 
Constitution Political, and Democratic

Social Sciences: History, Geography, 
Constitution Political, and Democratic Chemistry Chemistry (AP Chemistry content)

Natural Science and 
Environmental Education

Natural Science and 
Environmental Education

Natural Science and 
Environmental Education

Spanish Language and Literature Spanish Language and Literature Spanish (Language and 
Contemporary Literature)

English Language and Literature English Language and Literature English (Language Arts and 
Contemporary Literature)

Ethics and Values Ethics and Values Physical Education (Recreation, 
Physical Activities, and Sports)

Physical Education (Recreation,
Physical Activities, and Sports)

Physical Education, 
Recreation, and Sports

Physical Education, 
Recreation, and Sports Art/Music Arts (Integrated arts; Design and 

Plastic Arts, Music, Drama)

Art/Music Art/Music Social, Economic, and
Political Science

Global Studies (AP Social, Economic, 
and Political Science content)

History and Universal 
Geography 

History and Universal 
Geography Biology Biology (AP Biology 

Course content)

FRESHMAN NINTH GRADE
8th GRADE COLOMBIAN 
EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

SOPHOMORE TENTH GRADE
9th GRADE COLOMBIAN 
EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

JUNIOR ELEVENTH GRADE
10th GRADE COLOMBIAN 
EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

SENIOR TWELFTH GRADE
11th GRADE COLOMBIAN 
EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

Computer Science Computer Science Computer Science Computer Science (AP content)

Mathematics: Algebra Mathematics: Algebra II Mathematics (Trigonometry 
and Analytic Geometry)  

French Language French Language French (Language 
Arts and Literature)

Philosophy Philosophy Philosophy Philosophy 

TRANSCRIPT
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Natural Science and Environmental 
Education (AP Environmental Science content)

English (AP Language Arts and 
Classical Literature content)

Spanish (AP Language and 
Classical Literature content)

French (Language Arts and 
Contemporary Literature)

Mathematics (AP Differential 
Calculus II and Integers content)

COLEGIO JEFFERSON SCALE

1  GRADE – 10   GRADE 11   GRADE – 12   GRADE

COLOMBIAN
RATING
SCALE

DECREELETTER PERCENTAGELETTER PERCENTAGE
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DESCRIPTOR

A
A

B

C

D

F

97–100%

90-97%

80-89%

70-79%

60-69%

0-59%

A+

A-

B

B-

B+

C
C-

C+

D

D-

D+

F

97–100%

93–96%

90–92%

70–72%

0-59%

The student evidences achievements that exceed all the learning objectives 
proposed for the development of the competence. The student demonstrates 
the specified knowledge and skills with a high degree of effectiveness. The 
student has exceeded expectations beyond those specified for the course.

The student evidences accomplishments in all of the proposed learning 
objectives for competence development and demonstrates specified 
knowledge and skills with a high degree of effectiveness.

The student evidences achievements in most learning objectives for 
competence development and demonstrates specified knowledge and skills 
with considerable effectiveness.

The student evidences some accomplishments that approach the development 
of competence and demonstrates the specified knowledge and skills with some 
effectiveness. The student must work on identified learning gaps to ensure 
future success.

87–89%

83–86%

80–82%

77–79%

73–76%

SUPERIOR

HIGH

BASIC

67–69%
63–66%

60–62%

The student evidences few achievements being far below the expected 
development. The student demonstrates the specified knowledge and skills 
with limited effectiveness. The student must work to improve significantly if 
he wants to succeed in the course.

The student evidences a lack of achievement in the expected development. The 
student does not demonstrate the knowledge and skills specified for the level. 
The student must work to improve significantly, thus engaging with their 
learning process.

LOW



COLLEGE PLACEMENT COUNSELING

In Colegio Jefferson, the experiences for college and career awareness are articulated in the interdisciplinary project, 
Discovering the Pathway to Your/My Future.  This project articulates with homeroom teachers and coordination. It 
provides the students with activities and opportunities to discover and explore their life projects, such as Webifairs, 
Webinars, internships, interviews, meetings, etc. CPC guides and accompanies Jefferson students during their process 
of academic search and choice of a career, and university. The project’s goal is to empower and prepare students to 
explore, discover and choose careers and universities that allow them to build their life projects. Discovering the 
Pathway to My Future begins in Junior High School, in the 9  - grade Freshman: Exchange Program, and 10   - grade 
Sophomores: Discovering my Skills, Strengths, and Difficulties. Following, in Senior High School, in the 11  - grade 
Juniors: Discovering my Career/Profession, and in 12  - grade Seniors: Discovering my University/College. Students 
interested in applying to an international university prepare and take the S.A.T./A.C.T.  
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Colegio’s Jefferson innovative program, Wellbeing Program.  In our school, the experiences for social awareness are articulated 
in the pedagogical projects of the different grade levels as part of the integral formation of our students. This process is carried 
out in phases, in which the students participate actively and responsibly in the social projects that are carried out in different 
institutions and foundations. 

The Complementary Activity Program CAP (PAC) is an extension of the curriculum as it provides a space for personal, cultural, 
and social development, based on artistic and athletic expressions.  The program consists of various afternoon activities such 
as soccer, volleyball, tennis, table tennis, judo, gymnastics, basketball, skating, swimming, diving, theatre/drama, photography, 
journalism, dance, music, gastronomy, digital animation, and fine arts. 

SOCIAL-VOLUNTEER WORK

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

COLOMBIAN EXAMINATION

All members of our student body take the national pre-university examinations (Prueba Saber 11°/ICFES) exam in which our school 
has always placed in its highest score tier. Almost 100% of the students are university-bound, although, many participate in foreign 
exchange or gap semester programs before officially applying and enrolling.

CLASS ACCEPTANCES

(E) = Indicates enrollment, (A) = Indicates admitted, (#) = number in parenthesis indicates more than one student attending, (AS) = 
Indicates academic scholarship, (SS) = Indicates sports scholarship, (IS) = Indicates international scholarship, (MS) = Indicates music 
scholarship.
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COLOMBIAN UNIVERSITIES 2018-2022 

MEDELLÍNBOGOTÁ ( ) ( ) ( )

Universidad de los Andes (#)

(#)

(#)

(#) (#)

(#) (AS)

(#) (AS) (#) (AS)

(#) (AS)

(#) (AS)

(#) (AS)

(#) (AS)(#) (AS)

(#) (AS)

(#) (AS)

CESA: Colegio de Estudios Superiores 
de Administración

Universidad el Bosque

Universidad Externado de Colombia

Universidad Pontificia Javeriana

Universidad del Rosario

Universidad de la Sabana

LCI: Institución de Educación 
Superior en Colombia

Universidad ICESI 

Universidad Pontificia Javeriana

UAO: Universidad Autónoma de Occidente

Universidad Libre

USB: Universidad de San Buenaventura

Universidad del Valle

Universidad CES: Corporación para Estudios en la Salud 

Universidad EAFIT: Escuela de Administración, 
Finanzas e Instituto Tecnológico  

Universidad EIA: Escuela de Ingeniería de Antioquia

Universidad de Medellín

UPB: Universidad Pontificia Bolivariana

Colegiatura

(#) (AS)

(#) (AS)

(#) (AS)

(AS)

(A) (AS)

 INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITIES  2014—2022

USA / CANADA ( )

Bentley University—MA, U.S.A.

Boston Conservatory—MA, U.S.A.

Broward County College—FL, U.S.A. 

Brooklyn College—NY, U.S.A.

Concordia College—MN, U.S.A.

Concordia University—Montreal, CANADA

Eastern Michigan University—MI, U.S.A.

Embry Riddle Aeronautical University—FL, U.S.A.

Flager College—FL, U.S.A.

Florida International University—FL, U.S.A. 

Full-Sail University—FL, U.S.A.

Jacksonville University—FL, U.S.A.

Lindenwood University—IL, U.S.A.

Lynn University—FL, U.S.A.

Memoria University—NEWFOUND LAND, CANADA

Miami Dade College—FL, U.S.A.

Pace University—NY, U.S.A.

Queensborough Community College—NY, U.S.A.

Rollins College—FL, U.S.A.

Saint Leo University—FL, U.S.A.

Santa Barbara City College—CA, U.S.A.

State University of New York Albany—NY, U.S.A.

State University of New York Buffalo—NY, U.S.A.

Stony Brook University—NY, U.S.A.

Sussex Community College—NJ, U.S.A.

Syracuse University—NY, U.S.A.

Texas A&M University—TX, U.S.A.

Texas Christian University—TX, U.S.A.

University of British Columbia—BC, CANADA

University of California San Diego—CA, U.S.A.

University of Florida—FLa, U.S.A.

University of Miami—FL, U.S.A.

University of North Florida—FL, U.S.A.

University of South Florida—FL, U.S.A.

University of Tampa—FL, U.S.A.

USA / CANADA ( )

University of Texas at Austin—TX, U.S.A.

University of Texas at San Antonio—TX, U.S.A.

University of Texas Brownsville—TX, U.S.A.

University of Toronto—ON, CANADA

University of Virginia—VA, U.S.A.

University of West Florida—FL, U.S.A.

Utica University—NY, U.S.A.

Virginia Intermont College—VA, U.S.A.

EUROPE ( )

IE University—SPAIN

EU Business School—SPAIN 

IED Istituto Europeo di Design—ITALY and SPAIN

ESIC

ESADE

TBS Business School—Madrid, SPAIN   

Universidad Complutense de Madrid—Madrid, SPAIN 

Universidad de Navarra—SPAIN 

Universidad Nebrija—SPAIN 

Universidad Europea del Atlántico-SPAIN 

IMG Academy (sports scholarships)

John Cabot University-Rome, ITALY  

Emile Cohl—Lyon, FRANCE

Universidad de Navarra—SPAIN 

Université Catholiqué de Lyon—Lyon, FRANCE

Université Lorraine—Lyon, FRANCE

Université Lumiére—Lyon, FRANCE

Tecnológico de Monterrey-Estado de México, MÉXICO

Tecnológico de Monterrey-Querétaro, MÉXICO

Tecnológico de Monterrey-Toluca, MÉXICO

Universidad de Anáhuac—Ciudad México—MÉXICO 

Universidad de Belgrano-Buenos Aires, ARGENTINA

Universidad de Monterrey—Monterrey, MÉXICO 

Universidad de Zamorano—HONDURAS

(A)

(A)

(A)

(A)

(A)

(A)

(AS)

(A)

(AS)

(A)

(A)

(A)

(AS)

(AS)

(A)

(A)

(A)

(A)

(AS)

(#) (AS)

(A)

(SS)

(A)

(A)

(A)

(AS)

(MS)

(A)

(#) (AS)

(A)

(A)

(A)

(A)

(A)

(A)

(A)

(A)

(A)

(A)

(A)

(A)

(A)

(A)

(#) (AS)

(#) (AS)

(#) (AS)

(#) (AS)

(#) (AS)

(#) (AS)

(AS)

(AS)

(AS)

(A)

(A)

(A)

 (A)

(#) (A)

(A)

(A)

(A)

CENTRAL / SOUTH AMERICA ( )

(AS)

(AS)

(AS)

(A)

(A)

(AS)

(AS)




